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Blessed  to  Give 


THE  Lord  has  restored  the  fulness  of  the  Gospel  in  this  the  last  dis- 
pensation of  time.  His  kingdom  is  set  up  "which  shall  never  be 
destroyed;  and  the  kingdom  shall  not  be  left  to  other  people  .  .  .  and  it 
shall  stand  for  ever."  (Daniel  2:44)  A  testimony  of  the  divinity  of  this 
work  has  come  to  us  through  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  As 
members  of  the  Church  we  have  the  privilege  of  sharing  these  truths  with 
others.  The  Lord  has  given  to  the  Church  these  instructions. 

Hearken,  O  ye  people  of  my  church.  For  verily  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  is  unto  all  men,  and  there  is  none  to  escape;  and  there  is  no  eye 
that  shall  not  see,  neither  ear  that  shall  not  hear,  neither  heart  that 
shall  not  be  penetrated  .  .  .  And  the  voice  of  warning  shall  be  unto  all 
people,  by  the  mouths  of  my  disciples,  whom  I  have  chosen  in  these 
last  days.  And  they  shall  go  forth  and  none  shall  stay  them,  for  I  the 
Lord  have  commanded  them  .  .  .  Wherefore,  I  the  Lord,  knowing  the 
calamity  which  should  come  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  called 
upon  my  servant  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  and  spake  unto  him  from  heaven, 
and  gave  him  commandments;  And  also  gave  commandments  to  others, 
that  they  should  proclaim  these  things  unto  the  world;  and  all  this  that 
it  might  be  fulfilled,  which  was  written  by  the  prophets.  The  weak 
things  of  the  world  shall  come  forth  and  break  down  the  mighty  and 
strong  ones,  that  man  should  not  counsel  his  fellow  man,  neither  trust 
in  the  arm  of  flesh.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants   1:1,2,4,5,17-19) 

The  question  may  arise  in  our  minds  "What  shall  we  do?"  Since  "every 
member  is  a  missionary"  we  would  encourage  everyone  to  become  familiar 
with  the  programmes  relating  to  member  missionary  work.  The  church 
leaders  and  the  missionaries  will  be  able  to  assist  you.  Remember  that 
knowledge  of  the  programme  is  basic.  The  spirit  will  guide  us  when  proper 
preparation  has  been  made.  "Let  every  man  learn  his  duty,  and  act  in  the 
office  in  which  he  is  appointed,  in  all  diligence."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
107:99) 

We  have  received  the  call  of  President  McKay,  and  "the  Lord  giveth  no 
commandments  unto  the  children  of  men,  save  he  shall  prepare  a  way  for 
them  that  they  may  accomplish  the  thing  which  he  commandeth  them." 
(1  Nephi  3:7) 

This  simple,  yet  powerful  programme  will  make  it  possible  for  us  to 
share  the  gospel  with  loved  ones,  with  friends  and  with  casual  acquain- 
tances. This  can  be  done  by  inviting  them  to  home  evening,  home  socials, 
church  meetings  and  social  functions  in  the  church  with  us.  Old  and  young 
may  labour  in  this  way. 

Great  joy  will  come  not  only  to  the  person  invited  to  join  with  us  but 
also  to  those  who  invite  their  friends.  Every  person  invited  to  our  meetings 
should  be  introduced  to  the  missionaries  who  will  teach  them  the  plan  of 
salvation.  May  you  feel  the  spirit  of  love  and  devotion  grow  in  your 
hearts  as  you  share  the  Gospel  with  our  Father's  children.  I  pray. 

President  J.  Golden  Snow 
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Telling    your 
Own    Fortune 

by  Sterling  W.  Sill 


Editor's  Note:    "Telling    Your  Own   Fortune"  is   reprinted  from    "Sunday 
Evening  from  Temple  Square,  Booklet  65"  with  the  permission  of  Brother 

Sill. 

IT  is  reported  that  last  year  the  people  of  the  United  States  spent  over 
$200,000,000  on  fortune  tellers.  We  were  trying  to  discover  the  future 
by  having  our  palms  read.  We  wanted  to  find  out  what  the  tea  leaves  or 
the  cards  knew  about  our  fortunes.  Before  launching  any  important  under- 
takings, some  people  must  be  assured  that  the  planets  are  in  their  most 
favourable  position. 

Since  time  began  soothsayers,  astrologers,  witches,  and  magicians  have 
greatly  influenced  our  world  with  their  signs,  charms  and  omens.  But 
superstitious  people  are  still  paying  misguided  people  $200,000,000  a  year  to 
give  them  answers  that  they  would  be  better  off  not  knowing. 

We  may  now  have  our  fortune  told  for  a  penny  merely  by  stepping 
on  the  scales  in  the  drugstore.  And  we  use  many  other  kinds  of  sub- 
reasonable  methods  in  selecting  our  mates,  choosing  our  businesses,  and 
seeking  the  good  things  of  life.  A  little  facetiously  one  man  said  that  he 
would  not  work  in  any  week  that  had  a  Friday  in  it.  In  our  conscious  minds 
we  deny  many  of  the  things  which  subconsciously  direct  our  lives.  One 
man  said,  "I  have  never  believed  in  ghosts,  but  I  have  been  afraid  of  them 
all  of  my  life."  Shakespeare  was  a  little  more  scientific  in  his  fortune 
telling  when  he  said,  "The  fault  dear  Brutus,  is  not  in  the  stars,  but  in 
ourselves  that  we  are  underlings."  All  real  fortune  telling  like  all  real 
success  begins  with  us. 

In  Huxley's  book  THE  BRAVE  NEW  WORLD  of  people  being 
manufactured  in  test  tubes  where  the  particular  ingredients  were  put  into 
them  that  would  precondition  their  lives  according  to  a  preconceived  plan. 
But  each  of  us  builds  his  own  destiny  in  his  own  test  tube,  and  as  we  do 
so  we  foretell  our  own  fortunes  by  the  way  we  put  ourselves  together. 

Charles  F.  Kettering  said,  ''My  interest  is  in  the  future,  because  I  am 
going  to  spend  the  rest  of  my  life  there."  There  is  a  magnificient  fortune 
in  the  future  of  every  individual  if  we  will  accept  some  of  the  responsibili- 
ty for  its  discovery  and  realization.  As  it  had  been  said,  it  you  don't  believe 
in  the  future  you  can't  have  one. 

And  one  of  the  most  exciting  ideas  that  I  know  of  in  the  universe  is 
that  we  can  not  only  learn  to  tell  our  own  fortunes  in  considerable  detail, 
but  what  is  even  more  important,  we  can  also  prescribe  them.  We  can  put 
any  reasonable  good  fortune  into  our  future  merely  by  controlling  the 
circumstances  that  shape  them.  For  example  we  know  that  "we  become 
what  we  think."  And  even  when  our  lives  have  gotten  started  in  the  wrong 
direction  we  can  rewrite  the  specifications  and  bring  about  the  most  exciting 
futures  for  ourselves.  The  power  to  think  and  otherwise  to  fill  our  lives 
with  good  fortune  has  been  placed  in  our  own  hands.  That  is.  anyone  can 
decide  where  and  how  he  will  live.  He  may  select  any  job  that  he  is  willing 
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to  prepare  for.  Each  individual  determines  his  own  financial  situation,  and 
to  an  unexpected  degree  he  can  foretell  almost  every  part  of  his  own  future. 
If  one  is  now  a  high  school  graduate,  he  can  foretell  that  if  he  does  certain 
things  he  will  be  a  college  graduate  in  a  given  number  of  years.  An  aspiring 
medical  student  can  know  in  advance  when  he  will  finish  his  schooling  and 
his  intership.  Once  we  have  established  a  definite  programme  for  our- 
selves we  can  keep  right  on  schedule  to  fulfill  one  prediction  after  another. 
When  we  are  familiar  with  the  specifications,  we  can  even  foretell  which 
of  the  three  degrees  of  eternal  glory  we  will  occupy.  And  if  that  isn't  telling 
our  own  fortune,  I  don't  know  what  it  is. 

Our  trouble  is  not  with  any  inability  to  foretell  our  future,  it  is  in 
our  inability  to  set  the  right  goals  and  keep  a  firm  enough  grip  on  our 
power-steering.  Even  Aladdin  didn't  get  very  far  until  he  decided  what  he 
wanted.  When  we  don't  know  what  we  want,  no  astrologer  or  soothsayer 
can  help  us  much.  Mostly  we  resemble  children  in  a  toy  store  at  Christmas 
time.  The  possible  selection  is  so  vast  and  the  varieties  of  toys  are  so  diffe- 
rent, that  we  usually  go  around  in  circles  picking  up  first  one  thing  and 
then  another.  Since  we  can  do  so  many  things,  we  have  difficulty  in  doing 
just  one  thing.  And  when  we  never  become  really  devoted  to  one  thing,  we 
often  lose  everything.  Someone  has  said, 

He  who  seeks  one  thing,  and  but  one 
May  hope  to  achieve  it  before  life  is  done. 
But  he  who  seeks  all  things  wherever  he  goes 
Only  reaps  around  him  wherever  he  sows 
A  harvest  of  barren  regret, 

As  a  boy  of  twelve,  War  Secretary  Dean  Rusk  told  his  own  fortune. 
At  this  very  early  age  he  drafted  a  written  document  entitled,  "What  I 
Plan  to  Do  With  the  Next  Twelve  Years  of  My  Life."  The  schedule  called 
for  finishing  high  school,  when  working  for  two  years  to  earn  money  for 
advanced  education,  then  attending  North  Carolina's  College  where  his 
father  had  studied.  He  put  in  the  schedule  the  winning  of  a  Rhodes  Scholar- 
ship so  that  he  could  study  at  Oxford.  At  age  12,  he  wrote  it  all  out,  step 
by  step,  then  without  missing  a  single  item  on  the  list  he  faithfully  follow- 
ed his  plan.  As  a  Rhodes  Scholar  at  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  Rusk 
studied  politics,  philosophy,  and  economics.  He  won  the  Oxford  Cecil 
Peace  Prize,  with  a  paper  on  relations  between  the  British  Commonwealth 
and  the  League  of  Nations.  During  vacations  he  got  in  some  extra  studies 
at  some  German  universities. 

This  programme  of  foretelling  one's  own  future  has  been  repeated  by 
wise  men  since  time  began.  Professor  William  James  said,  "If  you  will  to 
be  rich,  you  will  be  rich.  If  you  will  to  be  good,  you  will  be  good.  If  you 
will  to  be  learned,  you  will  be  learned."  There  is  only  one  catch  to  this 
business  of  telling  your  own  fortune.  You  have  to  want  what  you  want,  in 
capital  letters.  You  must  want  it  enough  to  deserve  it.  You  must  strive  hard 
enough  to  qualify  for  it,  and  you  must  suffer  enough  to  get  it.  If  you 
can,  pass  muster  on  all  of  these  counts,  then  you  can  with  near  perfect  cer- 
tainty, tell  your  own  fortune. 

The  old  Roman,  Emperor  Marcus  Aurelius  said.  "A  man  becomes  what 
he  thinks  about  all  day  long."  The  right  kind  of  thinking  creates  a  great 
ambition  that  is  forever  beating  upon  the  doors  of  our  souls,  impelling  us 
to  do  those  things  that  we  are  capable  of  doing.  Every  fortune  must  be 
earned.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  something  for  nothing.  Horace  Greenley 
once  said.  "The  darkest  hour  in  any  man's  life  is  when  he  sits  down  to 
plan  how  to  get  money  without  earning  it." 

Like  everything  else,  one's  future  is  made  up  of  its  parts.  If  we  know 
how  to  handle  the  parts  the  whole  will  more  or  less  take  care  of  itself. 
Anyone  can  put  absolute  honesty  into  his  own  future.  He  also  has  the 
privilege  of  shaping  his  own  personality.  He  can  put  any  desired  amount 
of  industry  and  courage  into  the  success  mixture.  One  can  even  tell  the 
fortune  of  someone  else  if  the  ingredients  are  specified. 
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Sometime  ago  I  heard  a  heartbroken  parent  recount  the  misfortunes  of 
his  son.  The  boy  became  a  dropout  from  high  school  because  he  uouldn  t 
study.  He  was  fired  from  several  jobs  because  he  wouldn't  work.  He  got 
on  the  wrong  track  because  he  wouldn't  think  things  through  clearly.  To 
get  the  things  he  needed,  he  committed  a  few  robberies.  He  didn't  like  the 
penitentiary  and  his  escape  attempt  landed  him  in  solitary  confinement.  He 
created  a  deformed  personality  and  his  bitterness  has  made  him  mentally 
and  morally  ill.  While  he  was  loading  his  test  tube  he  was  also  foretelling 
his  own  misfortune.  Everyone  knows  that  the  best  good  fortune  requires 
that  a  great  deal  of  love,  respect,  and  happiness  be  put  in  the  test  tube. 
Therefore,  a  good  fortune  teller  will  not  do  those  things  that  will  turn 
people  and  circumstances  and  God  against  himself. 

When  we  are  putting  our  personalities  together,  far  too  many  of  us 
give  ourselves  an  overdose  of  ignorance,  and  get  too  much  idleness,  care- 
lessness, and  failure  into  the  mixture.  But  every  day  whether  we  like  it  or 
not  we  are  foretelling  our  own  future.  All  good  fortune-tellers,  and  fortune 
seekers,  and  all  good  fortune  makers  know  that  in  the  great  game  of  life, 
there  is  no  future  in  sin  or  crime  or  failure. 

The  right  kind  of  fortune  teller  even  outside  of  ourselves  may  be 
very  helpful.  If  the  fortune  teller  has  sufficiently  high  ideals  and  enough 
dramatic  ability,  he  can  plant  the  kind  of  ambitions  that  will  produce  the 
most  worthwhile  fortune.  With  enough  deep-seated  convictions  growing 
in  us,  then  the  fortune  teller's  predictions  for  us  will  come  true.  When  the 
right  kind  of  fortune  teller  tells  young  John  Jones  that  he  will  become 
the  president  of  the  firm  and  gets  him  to  put  the  right  ingredients  into 
the  test  tube,  then  in  all  probability,  John  Jones  will  become  the  president 
of  the  firm. 

The  fortune  tellers  to  whom  we  paid  the  $200,000,000  were  mostly 
phonies.  But  God  Himself  has  endowed  us  with  dreams,  ambitions,  and 
desires  to  be  our  own  fortune  tellers  and  to  bring  about  our  most  glorious 
eternal  destiny.  When  these  inborn  urges  are  supported  by  sufficient  faith, 
courage,  and  industry,  this  great  masterpiece  of  human  life  created  in  God's 
own  image  can  accomplish  anything  that  it  sets  its  heart  upon.  On  this  par- 
ticular point  we  have  the  authority  of  Jesus  Himself  who  said,  "All  things 
are  possible  to  him  that  believeth."  Jesus  didn't  just  say  a  few  things 
are  possible  to  him  that  believeth.  He  said  all  things  are  possible  to 
him  that  believeth.  This  should  encourage  us  to  be  a  little  more  generous 
with  ourselves,  and  put  a  little  more  success,  and  a  little  more  happiness, 
and  a  little  more  righteousness  into  our  own  futures. 

A  few  years  ago  Alex  Osborn  wrote  a  great  book  called  APPLIED 
IMAGINATION.  He  says,  "If  you  could  have  your  three  favourite  wishes 
granted,  what  would  they  be?"  Then  he  says,  "If  you  write  down  the 
three  things  that  you  want  most,  I  will  tell  you  how  to  get  them.  It  will 
only  take  you  two  hours  a  day  for  five  days  a  week,  and  surely  that  is  not 
too  much  for  your  fondest  dreams.  Here  are  the  directions.  Starting  next 
Monday  morning,  devote  one  hour  every  working  day  studying  your  busi- 
ness. Learn  everything  you  can,  about  your  job.  There  are  a  lot  of  good 
books  that  pertain  to  success  written  by  some  of  the  best  men.  Study  them 
thoroughly  for  at  least  one  hour  every  day  for  five  days  a  week.  By  doing 
this  you  will  become  A  NATIONAL  EXPERT  on  your  job  in  less  than 
five  years.  So  much  for  the  first  hour  per  day! 

Now,  for  the  second  hour,  sit  in  front  of  a  blank  sheet  of  paper  while 
you  work  out  five  good  ideas  how  you  can  improve  on  what  you  are  doing. 
It  may  be  granted  at  the  outset  that  most  of  your  ideas  may  have  little  value, 
but  if  you  keep  working  consciously  one  hour  per  day  five  days  per  week. 
you  will  he  sotting  25  ideas  each  week,  even  if  you  don't  think  on  week- 
ends. On  Saturday,  you  can  go  over  your  25  ideas  and  discard  those  of 
little  value,  but  keep  the  good  ones  in  a  permanent  idea  file  where  you  can 
go  over  them  regularly.  Of  course,  you  must  understand  that  no  idea  has 
any  value  as  long  as  it  is  unemployed.  But  if  you  are  continually  develop- 
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ing  and  using  ideas,  it  will  not  be  long  before  you  will  get  hold  of  the  one 
that  you  have  been  looking  for  all  of  your  life.  It  will  help  if  you  understand 
the  real  value  of  a  great  idea.  All  you  need  to  make  you  rich  is  just  one 
really  good  idea,  just  as  you  need  only  one  good  oil  well  or  one  good 
gold  mine.  So,  if  you  want  to  see  the  three  wishes  of  your  heart  fulfilled, 
here  is  the  answer.  One  hour  a  day  learning  your  business  and  another  hour 
spent  in  getting  good  ideas  in  force  in  your  bloodstream.  We  can  also  use 
this  procedure  in  the  more  important  business  of  life  itself.  If  you  are 
overweight,  or  undertrained,  just  remember  that  you  are  the  cause,  but 
more  important,  you  can  also  change  yourself.  You  can  change  any  failure 
into  a  resounding  success.  If  you  are  not  doing  as  well  as  you  would  like, 
what  is  your  alibi?  Most  human,  beings  will  go  to  any  length  to  keep  from 
blaming  themselves  for  their  problems.  And  when  we  begin  relying  on 
alibis,  we  get  stuck  with  them  then  we  tend  to  keep  on  using  them  to 
avoid  admitting  that  we  are  deceiving  ourselves. 

Solomon  said  that  "There  is  a  time  to  be  born  and  a  time  to  die."  But 
there  is  also  a  very  important  period  in  between,  these  two  dates  to  put  a  lot 
of  success  and  a  lot  of  happiness  into  your  own  futures.  Someday  each  of 
us  is  going  to  take  a  most  important  journey  and  take  up  his  permament 
residence  beyond  the  boundaries  of  this  life.  In  making  preparation  we 
should  be  sure  that  we  can,  see  God  and  Heaven  and  eternal  life  as  a  part  of 
our  everlasting  future.  Through  living  the  programme  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  each  of  us  may  put  the  most  magnificent  delights  and  the  most 
satisfying  joys  into  his  own  future. 

May  God  help  us  to  perform  well  this  important  function  of  telling 
our  own  fortunes,  and  then  be  effective  in,  bringing  them  about.  I  pray  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 


PRIMARY  VISITS   DISABLED   CHILDREN      (Continued   from   page  39) 

Miriam,  a  very  small  nine-year-old  suffering  from  severe  malnutrition, 
seemed  to  steal  our  hearts.  She  had  been  a  patient  for  six  months  and  was 
a  most  pitiful  sight,  but  now  she  is  able  to  sit  unaided.  She  is  also  able 
to  smile  which  she  did  continually. 

After  the  tour  Matron  made  her  appearance  and  bade  us  refresh  our- 
selves with  cold  drinks.  We  learned  in  the  Rennie's  home  that  theirs  had 
been  a  devoted  service  of  thirteen  years.  Matron,  a  capable  nurse,  is  on 
continual  call.  Matron  told  us  of  her  dream  to  assist  these  disabled  children 
at  the  Alexandra  African  Clinic.  She  told  us  how  she  began  her  struggle  and 
sacrifice  to  make  her  dream  a  reality. 

The  highlight  of  the  morning  was  the  presentation  of  the  lap-boards 
by  our  Primary  Mother,  Sister  Meyer,  to  Mr.  Rennie  on  behalf  of  the 
children.  The  work  of  making  the  lapboards  was  the  joint  effort  of  the 
Ramah  II  and  Springs  Primaries.  These  lap-boards  consisted  of  black- 
boards with  attached  sponges,  chalk,  crayons  and  drawing  paper.  The 
primary  children  were  called  to  sacrifice  pocket  money  to  supply  the 
attachments.  The  boards  were  painted  by  the  Trekker  Class  boys.  Brother 
Meyer  supplied  the  rest  of  the  manual  labour.  After  the  presentation,  the 
African  childen  sang  for  us.  Our  Primary  children  sang  in  turn,  "I  Am 
a  Child  of  God,"  and  "Away  in,  a  Manger."  All  the  children  finished  by 
singing  "Silent  Night."  Primary's  Cicely  Brummer  sang  two  African  Folk 
Songs  to  the  children,  "Doemela  Tiki"  (Tsisana),  and  Lintaka  Zasebusuka" 
(Xhosa). 

With  lumps  in  our  throats  and  tears  in  our  eyes  we  waved  goodbye  to 
Mr.  Rennie,  his  staff,  and  all  the  disabled  yet  contented  children.  As  our 
cars  turned  homeward  we  gave  thanks  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  our 
health  and  strength.  We  recalled  the  comforting  words  of  the  ancient 
prophet  Isaiah,  "Behold,  the  Lord's  hand  is  not  shortened,  that  it  cannot 
save;  neither  His  ear  heavy,  that  it  cannot  hear."  (Isaiah  59:1) 
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EDITORIAL 

An   I  nv  it  at  ion   To   All   Peoples 

STEPHAN  L.  Richards,  who  served  as  President  McKay's  First  Coun- 
sellor and  administrator  of  the  missionary  programme  of  the  Church 
from  1^51  to  1959.  once  gave  a  talk  in  General  Conference  entitled,  "Invita- 
tion to  all  Peoples."  The  invitation  Brother  Richards  proposed  to  extend 
was  this: 

To  All   Men.  Women  and  Children. 

Dear  Friends: 

You  are  cordially  and  earnestly  invited  to  participate  in  building  the 
kingdom  of  God  in  the  earth. 
Place  —  Everywhere. 
Time  —  Now. 

Signed: 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 

The  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth  is  built  up  and  ruled  by  the  Holy 
Priesthood.  All  who  accept  the  invitation  to  help  build  up  the  Kingdom 
will  eventually  hold  or  share  in  the  Holy  Priesthood.  That  is  what  makes 
the  invitation,  truly  unusual.  This  universal  bestowal  of  the  Priesthood 
makes  accepting  the  invitation  both  a  great  blessing  and  a  great  responsi- 
bility In  the  words  of  Brother  Richards.  "While  the  new  doctrine  abjures 
ignorance  and  acclaims  intelligence,  its  objective  is  to  make  every  man 
his  own  spiritual  expert,  with  divine  power  in  himself  to  understand  and 
apply  the  laws  of  the  gospel  to  himself  and  those  dependent  on  him.  This 
universal  and  generous  bestowal  of  the  priesthood  makes  every  recipient 
a  teacher  and  preacher  of  the  word  of  God;  whether  or  not  he  be  called 
to  a  special  position,  his  diocese  is  as  large  as  his  circle  of  family,  friends, 
and  acquaintances,  and  he  is  under  obligation,  to  teach  to  them  the  revealed 
truth.  If  he  has  limitations  of  utterance,  there  are  no  limitations  to  the 
power  of  his  example  and  the  radiation  of  his  personality  among  those  who 
know  him." 

The  responsibility  of  those  who  hold  the  priesthood  or  share  in  it, 
and  the  responsibility  of  those  who  hope  to  hold  the  priesthood  or  share  in 
it,  is  very  large.  It  is  their  responsibility  to  extend  Brother  Richard's  invi- 
tation "to  all  men  women,  and  children."  For  every  Latter-day  Saint  in 
the  world  there  are  1.500  people  who  are  not  Latter-day  Saints.  That 
means  that  Brother  Richard's  invitation  will  only  be  extended  to  all  men. 
women  and  children  when  every  Latter-day  Saint  extends  it  to  1,500  of  his 
friends  who  are  not  Latter-day  Saints.  Brother  Richards  addressed  his  in- 
vitation, "Dear  Friends."  Since  the  invitation  can  only  be  extended  to 
friends,  it  is  the  responsibility  of  every  Latter-day  Saint  to  make  as  many 
friends  as  posible. 

Brother  Richards  gives  us  the  key  to  making  friends.  He  says,  "there 
are  no  limitations  to  the  power  of  his  example  and  the  radiation  of  his 
personality  among  those  who  know  him."  A  Latter-day  Saint  is  honest 
and  true  in  all  his  dealings.  A  Latter-day  Saint  observes  the  highest  stan- 
dard of  morality  in  all  types  of  conduct.  A  Latter-day  Saint  knows  to 
observe  a  neighbour's  need  and  to  help  him  in  need,  and  a  Latter-day  Saint 
knows  to  be  kind  to  everyone  around  him.  A  Latter-day  Saint  believes  in 
the  truth  and  is  not  ashamed  to  stand  for  it.  A  Latter-day  Saint  learns  to  be 
strong  by  enduring  cheerfully  the  difficulties  of  life:  in  fact,  he  hopes  to 
gain  strength  and  courage  to  face  all  things  that  life  may  have  in  store  and 
face  it  with  joy  in  his  heart.  "If  there  is  anything  virtuous,  lovely,  or  good 
report,  or  praiseworthy."  a  Latter-day  Saint  seeks  after  these  things.  There 
is  no  better  way  to  make  friends  than  to  simply  live  these  standards  of 
the  Gospel. 
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The  time  comes  in  almost  all  of  our  friendships  when  our  friends  ask 
about  this  unusual  religion  of  ours.  This  is  the  opportunity  to  extend 
Brother  Richard's  invitation.  We  might  do  it  this  way,  "We  are  having  a 
couple  of  young  missionaries  from  our  Church  over  next  Tuesday  evening. 
and  they  are  going  to  show  us  a  short  slide  film  presentation  that  tells  the 
story  of  the  first  100  years  of  the  Mormon.  Church  in  South  Africa.  We 
would  like  to  have  you  come  along.  Do  you  think  you  could  make  it  at 
about  7.15?"  Speak  to  the  missionaries  before  inviting  your  friends,  and 
the  missionaries  will  be  able  to  give  you  advice  and  answer  any  questions 
you  have.  Similar  invitations  can  be  extended  to  the  "share  the  Gospel" 
Sacrament  Meeting  and  other  occasions.  It  is  as  simple  as  that.  Things  like 
this  will  give  your  friends  an  understanding  of  the  purpose  and  work  of  the 
Church  and  pave  the  way  for  many  of  them  to  accept  the  invitation  and 
help  build  up  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Of  course  as  we  invite  our  friends  to  our  homes,  and  as  we  introduce 
them  to  the  missionaries,  both  missionaries  and  members  will  treat  our 
friends  with  love  and  respect  so  that  regardless  of  whether  or  not  they 
have  further  interest  in  the  Church,  they  remain  our  friends.  We  must  also 
let  our  friends  understand  that  coming  to  our  homes  or  attending  our 
services  entails  absolutely  no  obligation  on,  their  part. 

Let  us  make  friends.  Let  us  make  many  friends,  and  let  us  make  them 
by  living  the  way  Latter-day  Saints  should  live.  Let  us  in  kindness  and 
love  extend  to  our  friends  "an  invitation  to  participate  in  building  the 
kingdom  of  God  in  the  earth." 

DPR 


MISSION  NEWS 

Brother  Petersen's  Report 


"  A  FRICAN  Mission  Strong, 
-£*•  Growing"  headlined  the 
Church  News  report  of  Elder  Mark 
E.  Petersen's  visit  to  the  South  Afri- 
can Mission.  The  following  is  re- 
printed from  the  report  that  ap- 
peared in  the  January  8,  1966,  edi- 
tion of  the   Church  News: 

"The  mission  is  a  very  strong  one 
considering  that  it  is  so  very  far 
away."  Elder  Petersen  observed. 

"The  missionaries  are  doing  very 
well.  The  spirit  is  high.  The  saints 
are  very  devoted  —  I've  never  seen 
any  more  devoted  saints.  The 
branches  are  very  well  housed,"  he 
said. 

He  said  that  the  mission  has  in- 
augurated a  "share  the  Gospel"  pro- 
gramme in  all  of  the  branches.  A 
special  "share  the  Gospel"  sacra- 
ment meeting  is  held  once  a  month 
in  each  branch  to  which  members 
bring  their  non-member  friends. 
(See  article  "Mission  Presidency 
Introduces  Programme"  in  this  issue 
of  the  CSM). 


Using  new  approaches  at  the 
doors,  the  missionaries  are  getting 
into  far  more  homes  than  they 
used  to,  Elder  Petersen  said.  "They 
are  going  to  use  more  slide  presen- 
tations." 

"The  political  situation  in  Rho- 
desia and  Zambia  has  not  affected 
the  Church  programme.  The  re- 
ports of  unrest  are  greatly  exagge- 
rated. There  was  no  unrest  among 
the  people  that  could  be  observed," 
Elder  Petersen  said. 

"We  have  two  very  strong 
branches  in  Rhodesia,  and  a  strong 
branch  in  Zambia.  The  missionaries 
are  carrying  on  their  work,  and 
neither  the  saints  nor  the  mission- 
aries are  in  any  danger,"  he  said. 

"President  and  Sister  J.  Golden 
Snow  are  doing  a  very  outstanding 
work  and  we  have  great  hopes  for 
the  future  of  the  South  African 
Mission.  The  mission  has  very 
strong  local  leadership  made  up  of 
men  who  are  prominent  in  their 
communities." 
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MISSION   NEWS 


First  Two  and  a  half  year 
Missionaries 


TWO  and  a  half  years  ago  Elder 
Dwight  M.  Barrus  and  Elder 
Russell  K.  Tolman  arrived  in  South 
Africa  to  discover  that  they  were 
going  to  be  here  two  and  a  half 
years.  They  were  the  first  mission- 
aries called  for  an  extra  six  months 
to  learn  Afrikaans. 

When  they  left  for  home  on 
Monday,  24  January,  they  were  able 
to  look  back  on  a  work  well  done. 
Not  only  had  they  rendered  excep- 
tional service  as  missionaries,  but 
they  had  fully  carried  out  their 
special  calling  in  Afrikaans. 

Elder  Tolman  served  most  of  his 
mission  in  areas  where  the  majority 
of  the  people  were  Afrikaans  speak- 
ing. He  learned  to  speak  the 
language  fluently  and  learned  to 
teach  the  gospel  effectively  in  Afri- 
kaans. The  last  eight  months  of  his 
mission  he  served  as  District 
Leader  of  the  Orange  Free  State 
District    where    he    and    his    com- 


panions worked  almost  entirely  with 
Afrikaans  people.  Not  only  did  he 
himself  master  the  language,  but  he 
was  a  great  aid  to  his  companions 
in  learning  the  language. 

Elder  Barrus  also  served  largely 
in  Afrikaans  areas.  As  District 
Leader  in  Pretoria  he  was  a  great 
aid  to  a  number  of  missionaries  in 
their  learning  Afrikaans.  When  he 
was  called  to  be  Transvaal  Zone 
Leader,  Elder  Barrus  was  given  the 
assignment  of  preparing  a  study 
course  in  Afrikaans  for  the  mis- 
sionaries. Elder  Barrus  studied  all 
available  texts  and  consulted  with 
Brother  Johann  Brummer,  an  ex- 
perienced instructor  in  Afrikaans. 
Then,  after  living  in  South  Africa 
for  just  two  years,  Elder  Barrus 
went  to  work  and  in  six  months 
wrote  a  text  in  the  Afrikaans 
language.  The  text  is  already  prov- 
ing a  great  aid  to  American  mis- 
sionaries learning  Afrikaans. 


Mission  Produces  Films 

"WTHAT  is  a  Mormon?"  and  "100  Years  of  Mormonism  in  South  Africa" 
▼  »  are  the  themes  of  two  slide  film  presentations  recently  produced 
by  the  South  African  Mission.  They  were  produced  for  use  in  the  branches 
and  by  the  missionaries  to  explain  the  message  of  the  Church  and  its  accom- 
plishments to  members  and  their  friends. 

The  film  strips  and  sound  tracks  were  produced  under  the  direction  of 
Assistant  to  the  President.  Elder  Roger  B.  Moore.  Brother  Arnold  Vosloo 
was  in  charge  of  the  technical  work. 

"What  is  a  Mormon?"  answers  the  question  asked  by  the  title.  It 
explains  what  the  Mormons  believe  and  why  they  are  different.  It  tells 
the  fictional  but  typical  story  of  a  young  boy's  search  for  truth,  and  it 
tells  of  what  he  finds  in  the  Mormon  Church. 

"100  Years  of  Mormonism  in  South  Africa"  tells  the  story  of  the  Mor- 
mon Church  in  South  Africa  since  the  first  Mormon  missionaries  landed  in 
Cape  Town  in  1853.  It  also  contains  statements  on  what  the  Church  is 
like  today.  These  statements  include  those  of  the  Mayor  of  Krugersdorp. 
the  Mayor  of  Vereeniging.  and  the  Mayor  of  Pretoria,  in  addition  to  other 
Church  and  community  leaders. 
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Mission  Presidency  Introduces 
Programme 


T>  RESIDENT  Snow   reports   that 

-*-  the  Mission  Presidency  has 
prepared  an  outline  of  suggested 
programmes  for  the  monthly  "share 
the  Gospel"  Sacrament  Meetings  to 
be  inaugurated  in  February. 

Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen,  during 
his  recent  visit,  instructed  Mission 
leaders  in  the  "share  the  Gospel" 
Sacrament  Meeting  programme.  On 
the  fourth  Sunday  of  each  month, 
members  and  missionaries  will  in- 
vite all  their  friends  and  contacts 
who  have  expressed  interest  in  the 
Gospel  to  Sacrament  Meeting.  A 
special  programme  will  be  prepared 
following  the  outline  sent  out  by 
the  Mission  Presidency.  The  pro- 
grammes will  be  on  basic  gospel 
subjects,  and  the  speakers  will  be 
given  enough  notice  to  be  well  pre- 
pared. After  the  meeting,  guided 
tours  of  the  chapels  will  be  held  to 
acquaint  visitors  with  the  chapel,  its 
purposes,  and  the  programmes  of 
the  Church.  Colourful  and  attrac- 
tive display  boards  illustrating  the 
history     and     programmes     of     the 


Church  are  now  being  prepared  in 
each  of  the  branches.  These  boards 
will  be  set  up  for  the  tours  of  the 
chapels  and  used  to  explain  the 
story  of  the  Church  to  visitors. 

Brother  Petersen  also  suggested 
that  film  shows  be  held  in  the 
branches  for  members  and  friends. 
These  events  will  give  members 
another  opportunity  to  introduce 
their  friends  to  the  Church.  The 
Mission  Presidency  is  working  on  a 
schedule  of  a  definite  programme 
to  enable  the  branches  to  use  the 
Mission  films  for  these  film  shows. 

President  and  Sister  Snow  have 
recently  travelled  to  the  Free  State, 
the  Cape,  and  to  Durban  and  the 
Eastern  Cape  to  introduce  these 
programmes.  President  Snow  reports 
that  the  branches  have  been  en- 
thusiastic in  their  acceptance  of  the 
new  suggestions.  President  and  Sis- 
ter Snow  are  also  planning  trips  to 
Rhodesia  and  Zambia  to  give  saints 
there  instruction  in  the  programmes 
Brother  Petersen  has  introduced. 


SPECIAL  PRIMARY  FEATURE 

Primary  Visits  Disabled  Children 

TT  was  a  beautiful  sunny,  Saturday  morning  when  eight  adults  and  about 
-"-  twenty-seven  children  left  Ramah  Chapel  to  perform  a  joyful  mission. 
With  us  were  members  from  Springs  Primary,  Sisters  Hulbert,  McCrystal 
and  their  children.  We  were  on  our  way  to  the  Margaret  Ballinger  Conva- 
lescent Home  for  African  Children. 

We  left  a  hot,  dusty  sand  road  to  arrive  at  the  entrance  which  was  lush 
with  greenery.  The  beautiful  though  sad  and  drooping  willow  trees  belied 
the  happiness  we  found  beyond. 

We  were  met  by  Mr  Rennie  as  his  wife.  Matron  Rennie.  was  ill  with 
flu.  Although  ill  she  later  made  an  appearance  while  Mr  Rennie  was  taking 
us  on  a  tour  of  the  buildings  and  surrounding  gardens.  The  home  is  situated 
on  a  lovely  and  exceptionally  well  kept  site  in  Roodepoort.  Everything  on 
the  tour  impressed  the  Primary  Sisters.  The  emphasis  was  on  cleanliness, 
cheerfulness  and  love.  The  kitchen  had  a  delightful  aroma,  and  Mr  Rennie 
told  us  of  the  particular  care  taken  with  proper  daily  diet.  He  also  told  us 
that  there  was  a  school  available  for  the  children.  We  had  expected  the 
patients  and  staff  to  have  an  attitude  of  hopeless  acceptance,  but  we  could 
not  help  noting  that  is  was  quite  the  reverse.  Everywhere  the  same  hopeful 
happiness   and   delight   in    living   prevailed.   We  met   many    children,    but 

(Continued  on  page  35) 
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QUESTIONS  OF  YOUTH 

SUFFERING   AND   CHOICE 

By  Elder  Stanford  Smith* 

TWO  of  the  most  universally  experienced  phenomena  in  human  existence 
are  the  experiences  of  SUFFERING  and  CHOICE.  And  yet,  stangely, 
these  two  experiences  since  the  beginning  of  time  have  been  the  source  of 
endless  controversy.  The  paradox  is  this:  can  the  tragic  and  ugly  fact  of 
human  suffering  and  inequality  be  reconciled  with  the  idea  of  an  "all-good" 
God?  Is  the  nature  of  human  freedom  consistent  with  the  concept  of  an  "all 
powerful  and  all  knowing"  God?' 

To  these  problems  have  countless  philosophical  thinkers,  theistic  and 
atheistic,  addressed  themselves.  Let  us  hear  two  of  todays  most  widely 
held  views  on  these  topics,  religious  predestination  and  scientific  determi- 
nism, as  expressed  by  their  proponents:  one,  an  orthodox  christian  theolo- 
gian; and  the  other,  a  doctor  of  physics  and  psychology.  Although  this 
dialogue  is  imaginery,  the  question  and  ideas  herein  presented  have  been 
discussed  innumerable  times. 

SCIENTIST:  It  must  require  either  great  faith  or  blind  stupidity  to  close 
your  eyes  to  the  indescribable  depth  of  suffering  and  pain  which 
constantly  plagues  mankind,  and  proclaim  that  a  benevolent  "all-good" 
God  rules  the  universe.  If  such  a  God  exists,  would  He  allow  such 
senseless  and  inane  cruelty  to  befall  the  object  of  its  creation? 
THEOLOGIAN:  Can  one  look  into  the  heavens  at  night,  beholding  the 
order  of  galaxial  orbs,  without  being  filled  with  reverential  awe  for 
the  transcendency,  omnipotence  and  omniprescence  of  the  creator? 
SCIENTIST:  Does  order  in,  the  universe  prove  that  God  exists?  What 
then  is  proved  by  the  chaotic,  indifferent,  and  orderless  circum- 
stances on  the  earth?  Does  God  care  more  for  the  stars  than  for  His 
children? 
THEOLOGIAN:  Strange  and  inscrutable  are  the  ways  of  the  Divine.  But 
this  much  can  be  said,  what  we  call  evil  is  not  so  in  the  eternal  perspec- 
tive. You  see,  man  and  the  universe  are  part  of  an  Ex  NIHILO 
creation,  brought  into  being  out  of  nothingness.  Since  God  is  directly 
responsible  for  all  that  man  is.  he  is  indirectly  responsible  for  all 
that  man  does.  Hence,  to  assert  that  man  is  evil,  or  that  there  is  evil 
in  the  world,  is  to  call  God  evil! 
SCIENTIST:  If  that  be  true,  if  man  has  no  freedom  to  do  what  he  wants 
but  only  what  God  wants,  could  God  justly  propose  to  judge  man  for 
actions  He  caused?  Would  that  not  be  like  condemning  the  gun  and 
pardoning  the  murderer? 
THEOLOGIAN:  A  most  holy  mystery.  However,  the  scripture  ask  "Shall 
the  thing  formed  say  to  him  that  formed  it.  Why  hast  thou  made  me 
thus?  Hath  not  the  potter  power  over  the  clay,  of  the  same  lump  to 
make  one  vessel  unto  honour,  and  another  unto  dishonour?"2  It  is 
obvious  that  man  is  not  even  free  to  achieve  his  own  salvation,  but 
is  wholly  dependant  on  God's  grace,  which  He  capriciously  extends  to 
whomsoever  He  will. 
SCIENTIST:  It  is  agreed  that  the  universe  and  man's  behaviour  are  con- 
trolled, not.  however,  by  a  supernatural  "Being  Itself"  you  call  God. 
but  by  the  laws  of  nature.  Cause  and  effect  relationships  encompass 
all.  Just  as  hydrogen  and  oxygen  will  unite  in  the  presence  of  a  spark  to 
form  water,  and  never  anything  else,  so  are  man's  actions  determined  by 

'This  conflict  is  further  discussed  in  Dr.  C  .H.  Monson's.  "The 
Challenge  of  Free  Agency."  Instructor,  Dec.  1965. 

-Rom  9:20:21.  The  meaning  of  this  passage,  debated  for  centuries,  is 
clarified  by  the  Apostle  in  II  Tim  2:20-21. 
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his  environment  and  heredity,  which  are  in  turn  determined  by  some- 
thing else,  and  so  on.  There  are  no  fortuitous  or  free  events  occuring  in 
nature,  for  neither  man  nor  anything  else  can  break  the  causal  chain. 

THEOLOGIAN:  While  that  may  be  true  of  lower  animals,  does  not  man's 
reasoning  power  seperate  him  from  the  rest  of  nature? 

SCIENTIST:  All  of  man's  so-called  reasoning  is  nothing  more  than 
rationalization;  imputing  reasonable  motives  to  acts  he  was  caused, 
without  his  knowledge,  to  do.  If  a  person  be  told  while  under  hypnosis 
to  throw  his  hat  out  of  the  window,  and  forget  completely  the  com- 
mand, he  will  carry  out  the  order  inventing  the  most  ingenious  but 
clearly  false  "reasons"  for  so  doing.  All  man's  actions  are  thus  con- 
trolled, and  "freedom"  is  just  a  name  for  our  ignorance  of  the  causes.' 
There  is  no  ultimate  right  or  wrong:  "evil"  is  merely  something  we 
don't  like,  and  "judgement"  is  but  an  idle  threat. 
Let  us  now  introduce  these  thinkers  to  the  Prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  and 

learn  what  answers  modern  revelation  presents   to   these  dilemmas.  These 

words  are  not  quoted  from  the  prophet,  but  are  based  on  the  foot-noted 

statements  from  his  teachings. 

THE  PROPHET:  Your  theories,  gentlemen,  are  based  on  the  assumption 
that  man  had  a  beginning  over  which  he  had  no  control;  that  he  was 
either  totally  created  or  merely  the  effect  of  some  previous  cause.  This 
is  not  true,  Man,  as  a  primal  intelligence,  is  eternal,  uncreated  and 
indestructable.1  Likewise  the  spirit-elements  that  constitute  his  divine- 
ly sired  spirit5,  and  the  matter-elements  that  compose  his  physical  body, 
and  all  else  in  Nature,  are  eternal.11  The  spirit  of  Man  is  not  God's 
invention,  but  His  offspring;  it  was  not  created,  but  procreated.7 
Man  has  always  supposed  that  God  could  be  in  his  heart.  The  truth  is 
infinitely  more  inspiring:  The  potentialities  of  Godhood  are  engrained 
in  man  through  his  divine  lineage.8 

Suffering  is  real  and  necessary,  for  we  cannot  have  joy  without  sorrow, 
nor  develop  without  stress.  In  fact,  some  of  man's  most  significant 
choices  concern  how  he  will  react  to  this  adversity:  whether  it  will 
be  the  elixir  of  nobility  or  the  poison  of  allienation;  the  purifying  fire 
or  the  devouring  incinerator.1'  The  greatest  wonder  of  our  agency  how- 
ever is  that  it  enables  us  to  make  eternal  covenants,  and  thus  ensure 
our  freedom  for  all  time:  Yes,  God  did  predestine  the  means  of  our 
salvation,  for  only  through  Christ  and  obedience  to  divine  law  can 
man  be  saved,  but  the  decisions  about  using  these  means  rest  with 
man.10 

SCIENTIST:  But  can  man  truly  decide?  Are  not  the  deterministic  effects  of 
nature's  laws  inescapable? 

THE  PROPHET:  Law,  natural  and  divine,  is  not  the  supressor  but  the 
guarantor  of  freedom.11  If  really  anything  can  happen  after  any  action, 
if  righteousness  be  sometimes  rewarded  and  sometimes  punished,  man's 
freedom  to  choose  would  be  meaningless.  Cause  and  effect  relation- 
ships do  exist,  but  man's  innately  autonomous  intelligence  is  self- 
determining.  It  is  an  un-caused  cause. 

However,  if  man  rejects  God's  laws,  and  seeks  to  become  a  law  unto 
himself,  he  becomes  not  the  master  but  the  victim  of  law.1-  Even  God 
cannot  prevent  this  kind  of  evil,  but,  as  a  loving  parent  justly  punishes 
a  child  to  help  the  transgressor  learn  that  obedience  is  an  eternal 
principle  and  only  through  it  can  true  and  lasting  happiness  be  found.11 
Free  agency  thus  becomes  man's  greatest  challenge,  responsibility,  and 
blessing. 

''See  Dr.  Truman  G.   Madsen's,  "Freedom  &  Fulfillment".  Instructor, 
Jan.  1965. 

4D  &  C  93:29,  Abr.  3:18. 
flD  &  C  131:7. 

(Continued  on  page  53) 
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COVER  STORY 


What  Christ  Means  to  Us 


by    NEW    CONVERTS 

//  one  visits  utmost  any  branch  in  the  mission  on  almost  any  day  of 
the  week,  one  will  find  a  number  of  busy,  happy  people  who  a  year  ago 
were  not  members  of  the  Church.  If  one  visited  the  Ramah  First  and  Second 
Branches,  one  would  find  the  busy,  happy  people  pictured  on  the  cover  of 
this  issue  of  the  CSM. 

It  was  a  little  over  a  year  ago  that  the  "share  the  Gospel"  programme 
was  re-emphasized  in  the  Mission.  Since  then  the  programme  has  borne 
much  fruit.  In  all  parts  of  the  Mission  people  have  come  into  the  Church 
through  the  "share  the  Gospel"  programme. 

Following  are  some  expressions  from  recent  converts  on  what  Christ 
has  come  to  mean  to  them.  These  short  articles  come  as  expressions  of 
gratitude  from  the  converts  to  the  members  and  missionaries  who  shared  the 
Gospel  with  them. 

*  *  * 

FOR  many  years  before  becoming  a  Mormon,  I  had  been  praying  and 
seeking  for  a  religion  to  bring  into  our  home.  My  husband,  Arie.  was 
a  man  who  wouldn't  have  the  word  spoken  in  our  home,  He  let  the  children 
attend  Sunday  School,  but  further  than  that,  religion  wasn't  allowed  in  the 
home,  nor  was  I  permitted  to  attend  Church  services.  Whenever  I  got  an 
opportunity.  I  used  to  attend  a  Church  service,  but  that  brought  conflict 
into  our  lives.  Each  time  I  would  try  to  get  Arie  interested,  or  he  thought 
I  was  getting  too  involved,  he'd  leave  his  work  and  we  would  move.  One 
of  these  moves  was  the  most  fortunate  of  our  lives.  We  became  neighbours 
of  Brother  and  Sister  McTavish  in  Chingola,  Zambia.  What  wonderful 
people,  such  love  and  harmony  in  their  home.  It  was  what  I  would  like.  In 
less  than  two  months  Sister  'Mac'  had  taught  me  enough  to  know  that  this 
is  what  I  really  wanted.  The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
what  a  wonderful  message.  I  had  learned  all  this  while  Arie  was  at  work 
and  I  never  wanted  to  tell  him,  for  fear  that  he  would  leave  again.  I  had 
met  the  Elders,  and  asked  them  not  to  call  just  yet  at  our  home,  as  I 
knew  Arie  wasn't  ready  to  listen,  let  alone,  accept.  In  June,  six  months 
after  becoming  neighbours  of  the  McTavish  family,  Arie  was  laid  off  work 
through  an,  injury,  consequently  he  was  quite  often  in  the  company  of 
Sister  'Mac'. 

Sister  'Mac'  and  I  used  to  have  Gospel  discussions  and  on  one  such 
meeting.  Arie  realized  what  he  was  missing.  He  asked  Sister  'Mac'  to 
arrange  for  the  Elders  to  call.  My  prayers  had  been  answered.  Arie  was 
willing  to  let  religion  come  into  our  home  at  last.  We  became  investigators 
and  were  baptized  on  September  13th,  1964.  Elder  Hemming  and  Elder 
Hale  were  wonderful  in  the  understanding  way  they  taught  us  the  Gospel 
and  how  to  bring  it  into  our  home  fully. 

I  thank  God  that  in  all  the  years  of  seeking,  I  have  been  privileged 
to  be  led  to  the  true  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  I  have  a  testimony 
of  that  truthfulness. 

Sister  Shiela  Viljoen 
Ramah  I 

"^^"HEN  my  husband  and  I  were  both  in  our  teens  we  often  used  to  talk 

*  *     about  the  Mormons.  He  had  read  a  few  books  about  Brigham  Young. 

He  always  said  that  one  day  he  would  like  to  become  a  Mormon.  Well,  we 
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were  both  brought  up  in  the  Methodist  Church  which  we  attended  over 
60  years.  But  we  always  said  that  there  was  something  missing.  1  realized 
that  if  1  wanted  to  live  according  to  the  Bible,  I  had  to  be  baptized.  And 
as  the  Methodist  Church  does  not  baptise,  I  was  baptised  in  the  Apostolic 
Church  although  I  still  attended  the  Methodist  Church.  My  husband  never 
objected  to  it.  So  we  worshipped  as  Methodists.  We  never  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  an  Elder  until  April  1964,  when  the  Elders  were  in  Stilion- 
tein  and  they  called  on  us.  I  was  very  pleased  to  see  them  and  invited  them 
it.  We  knew  straight  away  to  which  Church  they  belonged.  They  told  us 
they  had  a  message  for  us.  During  the  talk,  my  husband  told  Elder  Long- 
hurst  of  what  he  knew  about  the  Mormons,  which  seemed  to  please  the 
Elders  immensely.  Anyway  we  asked  them  to  call  again  which  they  did 
many  times.  I  can  bear  testimony  that  we  knew  we  had  found  what  we 
were  looking  for  all  these  years.  And  I  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  that  my 
husband  and  I  obeyed  His  commandment  and  were  baptized  the  same  day. 
I  trust  and  believe  that  He  will  keep  us  steadfast  and  true  to  his  name  for 
the  rest  of  our  lives. 

Sister  William  Wilson 
Klerksdorp 

Note :  Brother  and  Sister  Wilson  were  69  and  65  when  they  were  baptized. 

rpHE  POWER  of  prayer,  the  feeling  of  being  wanted,  and  any  spiritual 
■*-  benefits  were  not  for  us.  Years  rolled  by,  the  water  flowed  under  the 
bridge,  with  little  thought  given  to  attendance  at  Church,  in  fact  Church 
was  an  unknown  thing  in  our  home.  With  all  these  things  missing,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  there  was  little  love  and  understanding  in,  our  home.  This 
was  to  change  however,  with  the  blessed  knocking  on  the  door  by  two  of 
Gods  servants.  The  most  wonderful  thing  to  ever  happen  to  any  family 
happened  to  ours. 

"Good  evening,  I'm  Elder  Moore,  and  this  is  Elder  Storror,  we  are 
missionaries  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints."  That  was 
the  most  wonderful  night  in  our  lives.  Since  that  night  we  have  had  the 
honour  of  having  President  Snow,  Elders  Randall,  de  Villiers,  Hale.  Ridge, 
Weise  and  one  other  Elder  whose  name  we  cannot  remember,  and  brother 
de  Wet,  all  of  whom  have  done  their  share  and  more  in  converting  us  to  the 
true  Gospel,  in  our  home. 

Having  the  Gospel  in  our  home  has  had  such  an  affect  on  us  that  we 
wonder  ourselves  —  'How  did  we  ever  get  by?' 

We  were  baptized  on,  September  4th,  1965  and  confirmed  on  the  5th, 
my  wife,  myself,  and  four  children,  what  a  day  for  us.  The  greatest,  the 
happiest  day  of  our  lives.  Surely  a  day  to  be  remembered. 

Since  that  day  when  Christ  entered  our  home  our  love  for  each  other 
has  grown  stronger  daily. 

Verily  we  say,  'Our  Christ  did  not  die  in  vain." 

Brother  and  Sister  Erlston  and  family 
Ramah  I 

I  think  of  Christ  as  the  Son  of  God  and  that  He  came  to  the  earth  to 
atone  for  Adam's  transgressions  so  that  we  can  once  again  regain  glory 
in  heaven. 

Since  joining  the  Church  I  have  a  stronger  foundation  to  build  my 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  and  one  of  the  greatest  truths  I  have  learnt,  is 
that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  first  resurrected  being  and  has  made  it  possible 
for  us  to  be  resurrected  as  well. 

—  Brother  A.  Lenard  Thomas 
Ramah  11 

MY  membership  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  has 
turned  the  story  of  Jesus  the  Christ  into  something  real  and  sacred  to 
me.  I  know  that  by  following  Christ's  teachings  and  examples  it  is  possible 
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to  gain  eternal  life  in  the  Celestial  Kingdom.  Jesus  came  and  lived  as  an 
ordinary  man  on  the  earth  to  set  us  an  example  and  show  us  the  way  of 
life.  Christ  spent  His  life  in  service  to  God  and  His  fellowmen.  When  I  am 
living  His  teachings  and  thinking  of  others  I  am  happiest.  My  knowledge  of 
Jesus  Christ  strengthens  my  testimony  that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  is  the  right  church  and  that  Jesus  restored  the  Gospel  to 
the  earth  through  Joseph  Smith,  who  is  truly  a  Prophet  of  God. 

—  Sister  Diana  Soane 
Durban 

THIRTEEN  and  a  half  >ears  ago  we  met  two  "Mormon"  missionaries. 
Often.  I've  asked.  "If  you  could  live  your  life  over  again  what  would 
you  do?"  Well,  my  answer  now  is.  "I  would  have  joineu  the  Church  in 
1952  and  not  in  1965."  Since  earnestly  listening  to  and  learning  from  two 
very  patient  missionaries  in  East  London  this  year  and  also  praying  sin- 
cerely. God  clearly  indicated  what  I  had  to  do.  I  am  thankful  that  our 
Father  in  Heaven  worked  in  such  a  way  that  our  family  were  baptized  on 
August  22.  Since  then  our  eyes  have  been  opened  and  we  can  now  clearly 
see  all  the  blessings  the  Lord  bestows  upon  us  daily. 

I  thank  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  branch  for  accepting  us  with 
the  friendliness  and  love  that  they  showed  towards  us  and  pray  that  our 
Father  in  Heaven  will  bless  the  work  that  the  missionaries  are  doing  all 
over  the  world. 

Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father 

Who  hath  delivered  us  from  the  power  of  darkness, 

And  hath  translated  us  into  the  Kingdom  of  His  dear  Son. 

No  longer  forward  nor  behind  we  look  in  hope  or  fear. 

But  grateful  take  the  good  He  gives 

The  best  of  now  and  nere. 

—  Sister  Joan    Harinton 

I  think  the  advent  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  most  beautiful,  the 
most  wonderful  thing  that  we  have  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for. 
1  think  we  should  all  strive  our  hardest  to  live  our  lives  as  commanded  by 
our  Heavenly  Father,  and  try  to  reach  that  perfection,  of  which  our  Lord 
Jesus  was  such  a  wonderful  example,  so  that  we  may.  when  our  mission 
here  on  earth  has  been  accomplished  return  "Home"  to  dwell  with  our 
Father  in  His  Kingdom. 

Since  I  have  become  a  Mormon,  I  am  very  much  happier  in  every  way 
than  I  ever  was  before,  and  better  tempered  too.  I  enjoy  listening  to  the 
Sunday  Services,  and  the  lessons  which  follow  are  so  interesting.  Eve  learnt 
and  am  still  learning  more  about  the  things  that  count  most  today. 

The  Relief  Society  meetings  are  also  so  very  interesting.  There  is  so 
much  to  learn.  It  seems  one  is  never  too  old  to  learn,  and  when  you  join  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  you  certainly  gain  an  amazing 
amount  of  knowledge.  I  will  never  regret  the  day  I  decided  to  join  the 
Church  and  be  baptized. 

I  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  that  he  guided  His  missionaries  to  our 
home,  for  if  I  had  not  met  them.  I  should  still  be  seeking  something  that 
was  always  missing  in  all  the  churches  I  attended,  and  found  it  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  namely,  that  peace.  Happiness 
and  sincerity,  which  comes  from  a  deeper  faith  in  our  Heavenly  Father, 
and  His  Love  for  us. 

I  leave  this  as  my  testimony,  and  close  with  deepest  feelings  of  love 
to  all  my  brothers  and  sisters,  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints. 

—  Sister  Georgina  Burns 
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MOWBRAY 

R.S.    Bazaar    Nets    Rl,200 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 
rpHE  annual  Mowbray  Society  bazaar  was  held  in  the  Sea  Point  Town 
■*■  Hall.  It  was  remarkably  well-stocked,  seeing  that  there  was  such  a 
short  time  to  prepare  for  it.  The  workers  felt  particularly  blessed  in  having 
President  and  Sister  Snow  and  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen  and  Sister  Petersen 
as  patrons.  A  feature  of  the  bazaar  was  the  large  number  of  non-members 
who  supported  the  effort.  The  sisters  and  brethren  put  some  very  pretty 
touches  to  the  display  of  wares.  An  added  attraction  was  the  fancy  dress 
parade.  The  bazaar  was  financially  successful  too,  realizing  approximately 
1200  rands. 

The  Relief  Society  closing  social  was  held  at  the  home  of  Sister  van  der 
Linden  on  December  9.  One  of  the  bright  spots  of  the  evening  was  when 
Sister  Gloria  Fourie  handed  a  cheque  for  1000  rands  to  the  branch  president 
to  assist  in  raising  our  new  chapel. 

Work  on  the  new  chapel  is  going  ahead.  The  tall  spire  is  already  a 
landmark  in  the  Mowbray  area. 

The  MIA  held  a  Christmas  party  on  December  21.  Guests  were  invited 
to  wear  Christmas  fancy  dress.  There  were  shepherds  and  wise  men,  crackers 
and  parcels.  Brother  and  Sister  Nel  from  the  Transvaal  acted  as  judges  and 
awarded  the  prizes  to  Mary,  the  Wise  Men  and  the  lady  of  Christmas 
fashion. 

Between  Christmas  and  New  Year,  there  was  a  special  camp  for  the 
young  boys  and  the  menfolk  at  Kleinmond.  Healthy  tans  reveal  that  a  good 
time  was  had  by  all. 

On  December  31  there  was  a  "Hogmanay"  party  held  at  the  Todd  home 
at  Hout  Bay.  Guests  first  enjoyed  the  beauties  of  Sister  Jean's  garden  before 
going  indoors  to  join  in  the  dancing  and  eating.  It  was  also  a  surprise 
birthday-party  for  Sister  Margaret  Dyason  who  was  celebrating  her  coming- 
of-age. 

KIMBERLEY 


Hot,     But    Christmas    Comes    Anyway 


Reported  by  Martha 
\  T  the  time  of  writing  the  saints 
-£*-  in  Kimberley  nearly  melted  to 
grease  spots  with  the  intense  heat 
and  drought.  The  heat  did  not  deter 
Father  Christmas,  however.  He  paid 
a  visit  to  the  Primary  Christmas 
Party  and  to  the  Sunday  School 
Party.  The  children  had  a  glorious 
time  especially  when  each  child  re- 


Humphrey  Dalgleish 
ceived   gaily  wrapped    parcels   from 
Father  Christmas. 

The  relief  Society  Sisters  held  a 
very  successful  bazaar  and  cake 
sale,  and  the  sum  realised  was  most 
giatifying. 

A  very  special  occasion  was  en- 
joyed by  seventeen  brothers  and 
sisters    who    travelled    100   miles    to 
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Bloemfontein  to  meet  Elder  Mark  The  end  of  1965  marks  the  end 
E.  Petersen  and  his  dear  wife.  0f  Kimberley's  first  complete  year 
Everyone  voiced  the  regret  that  as  branch  Havj  recen(, 
they  were  only  able  to  hear  them  ,  ,  ,  : 
speak  once.  It  is  always  a  joy  to  acquired  ground  for  a  new  chapel, 
see  and  hear  President  and  Sister  the  entire  branch  has  pledged  sup- 
Snow,  port  to  the  chapel-building  effort. 
WELKOM 

Young    Converts    Baptised 

Reported  by  Anne   Robinson 

THIS  month  started  in  Welkom  with  the  baptism  of  Leon  and  Dawn,  the 
son  and  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Piatt.  The  branch  was  happy 
to  accept  these  young  people  and  wished  them  much  happiness. 

A  very  successful  Primary  Christmas  Party  was  held,  and  MIA  also 
had  their  Christmas  Party  at  which  a  play  with  a  Christmas  theme  was 
presented.  At  the  Sunday  School  Christmas  Tree  the  Children  had  great  fun 
playing  all  the  games  after  which  they  all  received  gifts  from  "Santa".  Over 
the  Christmas  weekend  the  Primary  Children  presented  a  carol  called  "Once 
in  Royal  David's  City,"  which  felt  lovely  to  listen  to  coming  from  some 
of  the  tiniest  children. 

EAST  LONDON 

New  Town  Opened  to  Missionary  Work 

Reported  by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 
N   December  14  Elder  W.  Reid       the  deputy-mayor,  Counsellor  J.  C. 


O 


Hemming  and  Elder  Larry  Marshall.  At  one  of  the  meetings 
Rigby  left  for  Queenstown  to  open  at  which  the  Gospel  was  expounded 
up  this  town  to  missionary  work.  to  investigators,  there  were  fifteen 
This  is  the  first  time  for  many  people  present.  Even  the  local  news- 
years  that  missionaries  have  labou-  paper,  the  Daly  Representative,  fea- 
red in  Queenstown.  Meetings  are  tured  a  two  column  article  on  the 
now  being  held  regularly  at  the  arrival  of  the  Mormon  missionaries 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Alfred  together  with  their  photographs. 
Shelver  who  are  living  three  ,n  £ast  London  a  successful 
miles  outside  Queenstown.  Presi-  Re,jef  Sod  Bazaar  he,d 
dent  Alfred  J.  Corngan  of  East  whjch  raised  approximately  120 
London  Branch  presided  at  the  first  rands  The  priesthood  supp0rted  the 
meeting  held  on  December  19.  The  Re,jef  Sod(J  wjth  a  {j^  whicfa 
missionaries  are  meeting  with  con-  h  had  my  hand.made  articles 
siderable  success.  They  have  been  c  J  .  J 
favourably  received  by  most  people. 

The  V.I. P.   brochure  has  been  pre-  The     Sunday     School     Christmas 

sented  to  the  Mayor  and  his  coun-  Party  held  on  December  10  proved 

sellors  at  an  informal  meeting  with  a  great  success. 
SALISBURY 

Baptism,    Wedding    Highlight    Month 

Reported  by  Sister  Jean  Bean 
T^AST  Saturday  saw  a  small  happy  gathering  of  Saints  who  witnessed 
A  Brother  Alfred  Wainwright  take  his  son  Keith  into  the  waters  of 
baptism.  A  number  of  Saints  also  travelled  to  Gwelo  to  attend  the  wedding 
of  Sister  Caroline  Cullinan.  who  was  married  by  Salisbury  Branch  President 
Alex  Corbett  to  Ted  Scullion  in  the  Chaplin  School  Chapel.  The  very  best 
wishes  of  all  the  Salisbury  Saints  for  a  very  happy  future  were  extended  to 
them,  and  members  look  forward  to  welcoming  them  back  after  their  honey- 
moon. 
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December  18  was  an  exciting  day  for  all  the  younger  saints.  In  the 
afternoon  Santa  Claus  arrived  to  present  each  child  with  a  gift.  All  present 
were  also  well  entertained  by  a  Primary  play  and  Primary  songs. 

The  Primary  teachers  held  a  small  cake  sale  to  raise  funds.  This  enabled 
them  to  take  the  Primary  children  to  the  local  pantomine  before  they  went 
into  recess. 

On,  Monday  evening,  December  27,  members  were  invited  to  a  party 
given  by  the  branch  presidency  in  the  recreation  hall  of  the  chapel.  The 
branch  presidency  were  heartily  congratulated  on  the  delicious  snack  and 
delightfully  refreshing  drinks  and  also  on  the  original  and  unique  games 
played.  The  evening  proved  a  great  success  and  most  enjoyable  for  all 
present. 
BULAWAYO 

Deputy    Mayoress    Opens    Bazaar 

Reported  by  Laura  M.  Kersey 

rTIHE     Bulawayo     Relief     Society  popular   and   a   great   attraction   to 

-*-     bazaar    was     opened     by    the  non-members. 

Deputy     Mayoress     of     Bulawayo,  Brother    W     T     Kersey    gave    a 

Mrs.     Kingleyside      who    expressed  demonstration  of  aqua   lung  diving 

great    pleasure   and    delight    at    the  at   a    prjvate    pool   for   MIA   which 

chapel   and   garden.   The  total   pro-  provided    fun    and    bubbles    for   the 

ceeds    of    the    bazaar   were    beyond  Hans  Hasses  of  the  future 
expectations  and  have  gone  to  swell  __    .  ... 

the  building  fund  Their    recent    personal    interview 

The  Relief  Society  went  into  re-  on  television  programme  "Tonight" 

cess  with   a   bang    A  large  number  provided    Elder    Roger    B.     Moore 

of  members  and  friends  gathered  at  and  Elder  Rocc°  C.  de  Vilhers  with 

the  chapel  to  see  a  beauty  demon-  an   ldeal   opportunity  to   spread  the 

stration.    The    evening    was    highly  Gospel  to  the  people  of  Bulawayo. 
successful    and   ended   with   a   sing-  The    branch    congratulated    Bro- 

song  around  the  piano.  ther   S.   G.   Harris   on   the   birth   of 

MIA  has  been  very  active.  Volley  his  son  and  Sister  B.  Pananio  on  the 

ball  and  badminton  are  proving  very  birth  of  a  daughter. 
DURBAN 

Welcome    Visitors 

Reported  by  Beryl  Soane 

HOLIDAY  time  is  visitor's  time  in  Durban.  Durban  loves  visitors,  and 
they  were  made  as  welcome  as  always.  Sister  Holland  from  New 
Zealand,  remarked  that  the  friendliness  of  Latter-day  Saints  had  impressed 
her  parents,  who  are  non-members,  wherever  they  had  been. 

The  Natal  District's  Elders'  Quorum  held  a  business  meeting  in  Pieter- 
maritzburg.  Thirty-three  attended,  giving  much  promise  for  the  future. 

The  hall  was  beautifully  decorated  by  the  M  Men  and  Gleaners  for  the 
New  Year's  Eve  dance.  The  red  and  white  of  the  decor  lent  a  festive  air  to 
an  extremely  happy  evening,  while  ladies  of  the  Relief  Society  catered. 

Brother  Hartley   Baithwaite   and   his  band   of   hard   workers  recently 
dug  out  some  of  the  foundation  of  the  chapel  to  turn  a  useless  "dungeon" 
into  a  useful  store  room  and  classroom.  This  effort  was  extremely  appre- 
ciated by  the  Branch,  as  increased  numbers  have  put  space  at  a  premium. 
PIETERMARITZBURG 

Christmas    Brings    Fun    and    Service 

Reported  by  C.  A.  de  Bruin 
rpHE    highlight     of    the    Sunday      films.   It  was  hard  to  tell  who  en- 
-*-      School     Christmas    Tree    was      joyed   these  activities  the  most,  the 
a    puppet    show    and    several    silent       adults     or     the     children.     Father 
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Christmas  arrived  down  a  chimney 
with  the  usual  result.  When  he  left 
everyone  was  full  of  smiles,  and 
the  hall  was  full  of  Christmas  wrap- 
pings. 

"Carols  by  Candlelight"  service 
was  held  on  December  18.  Owing 
to  bad  weather  it  was  held  inside, 
but  all  present  were  impressed  and 
uplifted. 

The  Christmas  services  on  De- 
cember 1^  began  with  a  special  pro- 
gramme put  on  by  Junior  Sunday 
School  which  was  thoroughly  en- 
joyed by  all  who  attended.  The 
chapel  was  beautifully  decorated 
with  masses  of  flowers.  The  Sacra- 
ment Meeting  took  the  form  of  a 
cantata  performed  by  the  branch 
DESERET 

Missionary    Called    to     Holland 

Reported   by   Ron,  Richards 
"DROTHER  Alexander  V.  Comrie  has  been  called  on  a  mission  and  he 
-L*    will  labour  in  Holland.  This  is  the  first  time  that  a  missionary  from 
Deseret  has  been  called  overseas.  The  entire  branch  extend  their  prayers  and 
best  wishes  on  behalf  of  Elder  Comrie. 

The  Sunday  School  held  their  annual  Christmas  Party  in,  the  Deseret 
Cultural  Hall.  The  party  was  well  attended,  and  the  entertainment  and 
refreshments  were  enjoyed  by  young  and  old.  Sister  Lynette  Hagerman  and 
Brother  John  Comrie  were  in,  charge  of  this  occasion. 

The  adult  Sunday  School  class  also  had  an  outing,  a  braaivleis  at  the 
Fountains.  Sister  Alet  Richards  organised  and  arranged  this  lovely  outing, 
which  was  enjoyed  by  all. 
EAST  RAND 


choir.   Everyone  agreed  that   it  was 
a  wonderful  day. 

On  Christmas  Eve  the  branch 
went  carol-singing  to  the  various  old 
age  homes  around  Maritzburg,  and 
they  were  well  received  wherever 
they  went.  All  agreed  it  was  great 
fun  and  can  hardly  wait  for  next 
Christmas.  The  older  folks  really 
enjoyed  the  carols;  some  even  sang 
right  along  with  the  saints. 

1965  was  brought  to  a  grand 
close  with  a  dance  held  by  MIA  on 
December  31.  This  was  very  well 
supported  and  a  happy  spirit,  and 
even  a  little  sadness,  was  present 
as  the  clock  struck  the  beginning  of 
a  New  Year. 


rpHE  East  Rand  Relief  Society 
-■-  held  a  flower  show  in  con- 
junction with  the  annual  fete.  Sixty- 
four  exhibits  were  staged,  of  which 
many  were  arranged  by  the  child- 
ren of  the  branch.  Mrs.  de  Beer,  a 
professional  in  the  art  of  flower- 
arranging,  judged  the  show  and  was 
very  favourably  impressed  by  the 
of  arranging 
winners  in  the 
received    valuable 


Holds    Flower    Show 

Reported  by  Lucy  Can- 


prizes. 

The  children  were  delighted  with 
the  Christmas  Tree  held  by  the 
Sunday  School.  At  the  Sunday 
School  Christmas  programme  the 
younger  children  portrayed  the  nati- 
vity scene. 

The  MIA  Christmas  party  went 
with  a  bang.  The  refreshments  as 
well  as  the  many  balloons  that  had 
to  be  banged  found  favour  with  all 
those  who  attended. 


high      standard 
achieved.      The 
various    sections 
RAMAH  I 

Sings,    Works    for    Christmas    Season 

Reported  by  Olive  H.  Dewsnup 

THE  Ramah  I  Relief  Society  had   a  successful  bazaar  which  netted   a 
clear  profit  of  165  rands,  the  result  of  hard  work  by  the  Relief  Society 
sisters. 

The  Primary  gave  a  wonderful  display  of  talent  at  the  Christmas  party 
which  Sister  Lyn  Bradley  organised.  If  the  children  progress  in  this  way  the 
Branch  will  not  be  lacking  in  talent  in  the  future. 


48 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


Feb..  1%6 


Close  to  Christmas  MIA  held  a  fireside  at  which  Tabenacle  Choir 
records  of  "The  Messiah"  according  to  all  present  provided  a  musical  feast. 

On  Christmas  Eve  the  choirs  from  the  various  branches  in  the  District 
met  to  sing  carols.  The  last  two  items  were  sung  by  the  combined  choirs 
of  all  branches  with  the  audience  singing  along.  The  Ramah  I  Sunday 
School  presented  a  tableau  and  appropriate  script  of  the  birth  of  the 
Christ  Child. 

Sister  Sheila  Osman  gave  birth  to  a  son  on  December  31.  The  branch 
extended  hearty  congratulations  to  Sheila  and  Ossie  on  this  happy  occasion. 
SPRINGS 

Mary     Poppins,    Santa    Liven    Party 

Reported  by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

THE      Springs      Sunday      School  Springs     branch     meetings     have 

Christmas   Party  was   held  on  been  attended  by  many  visitors  and 

December   8   in  the  chapel   lounge.  members    from    far    afield    recently. 

Brother   Jan   Hugo    was    in   charge.  Brother  and    Sister    Reaford    Putter 

Sister    Val    M'Crystal    narrated    the  and    son    Ewalt   from   Welkom   and 

story  of  Mary  Poppins,  introducing  Brother    George     Nel     and     family 

a   variety   of   scenes    with   real    live  were     present     November     28.     On 

actors     which     really     thrilled     the  December  5  Brother  Harry  Martell 

children.    Father   Christmas    seemed  and     family     and     Brother     Lionel 

to  appear  from  nowhere  during  the  Mew     and     family     from     Evander 

chorus  of  Jingle  Bells.  called  on  the  branch.  Brother  John 

Taljaard      and      his     family      from 

On  December  21   the  MIA  spon-  Ermelo    also    were    present    on    this 

sored   a  Christmas  party.  Everyone  date. 

was   able    to    draw    a    surprise   gift.  Sister  Ellis,  mother  of  Sister  Olive 

The  faces  of  adults  and  children  lit  Rowe,    passed    away    on    December 

up  with  mingled  delight  and  expec-  22  after  a  long  and  serious  illness, 

tancy  as  they  dipped   into  the  con-  To     the     bereaved     family     Springs 

tainers  extracting  a  small  present.  branch  extended  deepest  sympathy. 
CARLETONVILLE 


Say    Farewell    and    Welcome 

Reported  by  Jean  Alexander 

CARLETONVILLE  saints  were  very  sorry  to  lose  Brother  Dennis  and 
and  Sister  Edna  Wall  and  their  family  when  they  left  for  England. 
They  had  been  very  active  in  the  branch  since  moving  to  Carletonville  from 
Krugersdorp.  Sister  Edna  was  branch  organist  and  will  be  greatly  missed. 
The  branch  also  lost  Sister  Ekman  and  her  family  who  have  moved  to 
Cape  Town. 

The  Saints  spent  an  enjoyable  day  at  Robinson  Lake  on  December  16. 
The  weather  was  perfect  for  the  Sunday  School  picnic.  The  weather  was 
perfect  also  for  swimming  and  everybody  had  a  wonderful  time. 

The  Christmas  dinner  on  December  19  was  an  outstanding  success  and 
was  enjoyed  by  the  members  and  visitors.  President  Alexander  suggested 
that  it  be  made  an  annual  affair. 

The  climax  of  the  month  was  the  baptism  of  Brother  and  Sister  van 
Rooyen  and  their  family.  They  are   a  wonderful  family  and   the  branch 
welcomed  them  as  members. 
KLERKSDORP 

Holds    Fancy    Dress    Party 

Reported  by  M.  E.   Schultz 

ON  December  18  the  Klerksdorp  Sunday  School  held  its  Christmas 
Tree  Party.  It  was  fancy  dress  affair,  and  all  members  (adults  and 
children)  had  to  come  in  fancy  dress  costumes.  There  was  great  fun  and 
laughter,  and  as  usual  plenty  to  eat  and  drink. 
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FEATURE 


Our 

q) em  pie 
Store/ 

by  JJantel \SL  \aS.  (^nerrett 


IT  has  been  said  that  anticipation  is  more  pleasant  than  realization  and 
too  often  this  is  the  case  in  many  of  our  projects  in  life,  but  I*m 
happy  to  say  that  that  has  not  been  the  experience  of  Sister  Theo  and  I  in 
our  visit  to  the  Temple. 

Ever  since  we  decided  to  marry,  one  of  our  foremost  ambitions  has 
been  to  make  the  trip  to  the  Temple  —  at  that  time  the  Salt  Lake  Temple, 
Later  the  Swiss  Temple  and  then  the  time  came  when  the  London  Temple 
was  built  and  London  became  our  goal. 

It  had  taken  years  of  saving  and  doing  without  many  of  the  minor 
pleasures  in  life  both  for  us  and  our  children  but  we  have  felt  that  it  has 
really  been  worthwhile.  It  hasn't  been  a  sacrifice  —  rather  it  has  been  an 
investment  which  will  bring  us  eternal  dividends. 

Prior  to  leaving  for  London  we  made  arrangements  with  Sister  Edith 
Wiid  for  all  our  genealogical  papers  which  had  been,  submitted  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  London  Temple  to  enable  us  to  have  our  own  work  as  well 
as  that  for  our  parents  and  grandparents  to  be  done  by  us. 

We  had  very  little  idea  of  what  to  expect  and  we  were  very  much 
"at  sea".  There  were  a  number  of  members  going  through  the  Temple  who 
had  been  through  before  and  quite  a  few  who  were  going  through  for  the 
first  time. 

Our  two  children,  Lynette  and  Margaret  were  taken  down  into  the 
basement  of  the  Temple  and  we  were  told  that  the  next  time  we  saw  them 
they  would  look  like  two  little  angels  —  and  they  were!  When  we  met  them 
again  at  the  sealing  ordinance  they  were  dressed  all  in  white.  I  remember 
Margaret  who  was  five  then  staring  at  us  wide  eyed,  taking  in  every  detail 
of  our  Temple  robes. 

I'm  afraid  that  first  visit  to  the  Temple  was  very  much  like  a  dream. 
There  was  so  much  going  on,  and  so  much  utterly  new  that  I  and  Sister 
Theo  couldn't  absorb  it  all. 

The  culmination  of  it  all  came  with  our  marriage  and  the  sealing  of 
our  family  when  we  had  Lynette  and  Margaret  with  us  again.  I  wept  and 
Sister  Theo  did  too.  It  was  the  greatest  ambition  of  our  lives  being  fulfilled. 
Words  cannot  express  our  feelings  at  that  time,  to  know  that  we  as  a 
family  were  now  united  throughout  eternity. 

We  were  able  to  do  work  as  well  for  Sister  Theo's  great  grandparents 
on  her  father's  side.  This  was  all  very  personal  and  an  extremely  rewarding 
experience. 

The  difference  our  trip  has  made  to  our  lives  and  our  relationships 
with  each  other  is  beyond  anything  we  could  discribe. 

In  life  we  should  strive  for  the  best  and  our  advice  to  all  young  Latter- 
day  Saints  is  not  to  be  satisfied  with  anything  less  than  a  Temple  marriage. 
Let  us  encourage  our  youth  to  commence  at  an  early  age  to  save  and  plan 
to  build  their  lives  on  the  foundation  of  the  everlasting  marriage  convenant 
so  that  they  and  their  children  will  be  able  to  enjoy  eternal  happiness 
together. 
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A  SERIES  FEATURING  OUR 
GENERAL  AUTHORITIES 


JOSEPH 

FIELDING 
SMITH 


ON  the  fourth  floor  of  the  Church  Office  Building  in  downtown  Salt 
Lake  City  are  the  offices  of  one  of  the  busiest  men  in  the  Church. 
The  white-haired,  vigorous  man  of  89  directs  the  activities  of  two  of  the 
offices  in  the  Church  headquarters:  that  of  President  of  the  Quorum  of 
the  twelve  Apostles,  and  that  of  Church  Historian.  In  addition  he  has 
recently  been  called  to  help  President  McKay  as  a  Counsellor  in  the  First 
Presidency  (See  December,  1965,  CSM). 

President  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  accepted  the  call  to  the  apostleship  in 
1910.  Previous  to  that  time  he  had  served  on,  the  general  boards  of  the 
Deseret  Sunday  School  and  the  Young  Men's  Mutual  Improvement  Asso- 
ciation. 

President  Smith  has  a  heritage  of  prominence  in  the  founding  of  the 
Church.  His  father,  Joseph  F.  Smith,  was  its  sixth  president,  and  his  grand- 
father, Hyrum  Smith,  was  the  Patriach  to  the  Church  and  brother  of  the 
Church's  first  prophet  and  president,  Joseph  Smith. 

At  the  age  of  12,  President  Smith  was  given  a  copy  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  by  his  father,  Joseph  F.  Smith.  From  that  time  forward.  President 
Smith  has  been  a  diligent  student  of  the  scripture.  Among  Church  leaders 
he  is  known  as  an  outstanding  authority  on  the  Scriptures  and  as  an  excel- 
lent writer.  He  is  author  of  a  score  of  widely  read  volumes  on  the  theology 
and  history  of  the  Church. 

His  best  known  theological  work  is  Answer  to  Gospel  Questions,  of 
which  the  fourth  volume  was  published  in  1963.  He  has  also  written  The 
Way  to  Perfection,  The  Teaching  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  many 
other  works  full  of  insight  and  wisdom. 

Under  commission  from  the  First  Presidency,  he  wrote  Essentials  in 
Church  History,  an  authoritive  one-volume  history  of  the  Church. 

In,  his  youth  he  was  active  in  athletics,  and  continues  to  maintain  a 
keen  interest  in  this  field,  lending  strong  support  to  the  recreational  pro- 
gramme for  the  youth  of  the  Church.  He  is  also  interested  in  jet  flying, 
and  has  been  named  an  honorary  brigadier  general  in  the  Utah  National 
Guard. 

Although  in  his  ninetieth  year,  he  is  still  strong  and  active.  He  travels 
widely  in  his  Church  assignments  and  carries  a  heavy  schedule  of  writing, 
speaking,  and  administrative  duties. 

His  wife,  Sister  Jesse  Evans  Smith,  frequently  accompanies  President 
Smith  in  his  travels.  She  was  for  several  years  a  prominent  operatic  singer 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Tabenacle  Choir  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
When  speaking  in  the  stakes  and  missions,  the  Smiths  have  often  delighted 
the  saints  by  singing  a  duet. 
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BLESSINGS 


DURBAN 

FILMATER,    Neil    Gustav    was    blessed    on 

December     12,     1965,     by     Brother     Victor 

H.    Henning. 

KUNITZ,   Madeleine    Rennie   was   blessed   by 

Ronald  Alfred   Kunitz  on  January  2,    1966. 


PRETORIA 


PORTEOUS.  George  was  blessed  on 
October  7.  1965.  by  President  J.  Golden 
Snow 


BAPTISMS 


PRETORIA 
LION-CACHET,    Caiman     was    baptized    on 

July  29.  1965. 
LOUW,     Korin     Dylene     was     baptized     on 

November    27.     1965. 

KRUGERSDORP 
DELPORT,      Deborah      was      baptized      on 

December  24,   1965. 


PRIMROSE 
GAILEY,       Leslee       Patricia      baptized      on 
January  21,    1966. 

SPRINGS 
BOTHA.    Elizabctha    Maria    was   baptized    on 
December  22.   1965. 

KLERKSDORP 
SCHULTZ.     Elaine     Joan     was     baptized     on 
November    27.     1965. 
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ORDINATIONS 


KLERKSDORP  PIETERMARITZBURG 

MORRISEY,    William    Graham    —    ordained 

a     Deacon     on     November     14,     1965,     by 

WILSON,    William    —    ordained    a    Teacher  Ronald  P.   Morrisey. 

by     Petrus     C.     Faber     on     December     26,         HOLMES     (Jnr.),     Derrick     Lancelot    —    or- 

1965.  dained    a    Deacon    on    November    14.    1965, 

by     Derrick    L.     Homes    (Snr.) 
PRETORIA 
SMOOK,    Frederick    Johannes   —  ordained   a        FOURIE,    Neil     P.     Fourie    —    ordained     a 
Priest  by  Louis  P.  Hefer  on  December  26,  Teacher    on    December    26,    1965.    by    Olev 

1965.  Taim. 


MARRIAGES 


DURBAN 
SMITH,  Norman  Wynne  to  Susanna  Carolina         WOOLF,   Shierley   Rita    to   Graham   Anthony 
Maartens     on     27th     November.      1965     in  Moore   on  December  4th,   1965   in  Durban, 

Durban,  Natal.  Natal. 


DEATHS 


PIETERMARITZBURG  PRETORIA 

McCATHIE,      Hannah      (Murray)     died     on        VAN   VUUREN.   Petronella  Cornelia  Jansen 
19th    October.    1965.  died  on  January  7th.   1966. 


SUFFERING  AND  CHOICE     (Continued  from  page  41 ) 

fiD  &  C  93:33. 
7D  &  C  76:24. 
"King  Follet  Discourse,  Teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  p.  342- 

362,  compiled  by  Pres.  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  Jr. 

9D  &  C  122:7-8.  Joseph  Smith  received  this  counsel  after  enduring 
four  months  in  the  filth  of  Liberty  Jail.  An  unusual  exposition  on  "Evil  & 
Suffering"  by  Dr.  Truman  G.  Madsen  is  found  in  the  November  1964 
"Instructor." 

10D  &  C  132:3-6,  D  &  C  130:20-21,  Moses  3:17. 

nD  &  C  98:8. 

12D  &  C  88:34-40. 

13Alma  41:10. 
*  Elder  Smith  is  now  serving  a  mission  in  the  South  African   Mission. 
Before  his  mission  he  was  a  student  at  the  University  of  Utah  where  he 
studied  Philosophy  and  Political  Science. 


MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES    (Continued  from  page  54) 

NEW    ARRIVALS 

ELDER    HOWARD    CHENEY,    arrived    January    21.    1966.    assigned    to    labour    with    Elder 

Michael  G.  Hymas  in  Krugersdorp. 
ELDER   STANLEY   ALGER,   arrived    January   21,    1966.    assigned   to  labour  with   Elder  Dan 

Stokes  in  Kew.  Johannesburg. 

RELEASES 

ELDER    D  WIGHT   M.    BARRUS,    released   January    21.    1966.    Elder    Barrus   is   from    Afton. 

Wyoming.     He    served    in    Johannesburg,    Durban,    Benoni,    as    District    Leader    of    the 

Pretoria    District,    and    as    Zone    Leader   of   the    Transvaal    Zone. 
ELDER    RUSSELL    KENT    TOLMAN,    released    January    21.    1966.    Elder    Tolman    is    from 

Bountiful,    Utah.    He    served    in   Vereeniging.    Port    Elizabeth,    Pretoria.    Carletonville.    and 

as  District  Leader  of  the  Orange  Free  State  District  in  Bloemfontein  and  Welkom. 
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For 

Home 


ELDER    DWIGHT   M. 
BARRUS 

Aftoa.    Wyoming 


I  I  1)1  l<    RUSSEL    K 

TOLMAN 

Bountiful,    Utah 


MISSIONARY 
ACTIVITIES 

APPOINTMENTS 

Elder  Dwight  D.  Butt,  appointed 
District  Leader  of  the  Central  Rand 
District  on  January  10,  1466.  Elder 
Butt  has  served  in  Vcrccniging,  Cape 
Town.    Port    Elizabeth    and    Kitwi. 

Elder  John  Wayne  Baker,  appoint- 
ea  District  Leader  of  the  Orange 
Free  State  District  on  January  10. 
1466.  Elder  Baker  has  served  in 
Kimberley.  Bloemfontein.  Gwelo, 
Bulawayo,    and    Pietermartizburg. 


ELDER    DWIGHT 
BUTT 
Ogdon.    Utah 


ELDER  JOHN 
WAYNE     BAKER 

Lay  ton,   Utah 


TRANSFERS 

ELDER    KENNETH    TRAVELLER,    transferred    from    Mayfair    West    to    Vanderbijlpark    as 

District  leader  of  Vanderbijlpark,   Vereeniging.   CarletonvilJe  and   Klerksdorp,   January   10. 

1966. 
ELDER   GARY   TORGERSON.   transferred   from   Vanderbijlpark   to   Pretoria   on   January    10, 

1966. 
ELDER   DAN   MYERS,   transferred    from   Pretoria   to   Mayfair  West   on   January    10.    1966. 
ELDER    MICHAEL   G.    HYMAS.    transferred    from    Durban   to    Krugersdorp   on    January    20. 

1966. 
ELDER   DEVON   PORTER,   transferred   from  Port  Elizabeth   to  Carletonville  on  January  20. 

1966. 
ELDER    L.    WAYNE    ANDERSON,    transferred    from    Carletonville    to    Pietermaritzburg    on 

January  20.  1966. 
ELDER   GUY   M.   HATCH,   transferred   from   Southern  Suburbs  to   Bloemfontein  on   January 

20.   1966. 
ELDER    BRIAN    ZEMP.    transferred    from    Bloemfontein    to    Durban.    January    20.    1966. 
ELDER    RICHARD   YATES,   transferred   from   Bulawayo   to  Transvaal.   January   20.    1966. 
ELDER    J.    WAYNE    BAKER,    transferred    from    PietermaritzburR    to    Welkom    as    District 

Leader  of  the  Orange  Free  State  District,  January  20,  1966. 
ELDER  TERRY   LARSSON,    transferred    from    Vanderbijlpark    to   Cape    Town.    January    20, 

1966. 
ELDER   STEPHEN    ALLRED,    transferred    from   Cape   Town   to   Port    Elizabeth.    January   20. 

1966. 
ELDER    JAMES    A.    WIGHT,    transferred    from    Kimberley    to    Port    Elizabeth.    January    20. 

1966. 
ELDER    ANTHONY    STORROR.    transferred    from    Pretoria    to    Vanderbijlpark,    January    10. 

1966. 

(Continued  on  page  53) 
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To  Ramah  and  my  Brothers 
and  Sisters  there 


Resting  in  the  twilight  by  the  riverside, 

In  the  lovely  loneliness  of  this  peaceful  place, 

I  set  my  thoughts  free  and  let  them  ride, 

Across  the  water,  across  the  sky, 

Out  and  beyond  and  into  space. 

So  as  my  mind  threw  off  its  confines, 
I  flew   back  to   the  people,  now   crowding  I  knew 
A  place  where  God's  presence  perpetually  shines 
Where  my  soul  was  washed  with  water  holy, 
And  my  spirit  grew. 

Dreaming  in  the  twilight  by  the  riverside, 
The  world  around  me  sweet  with  evening  dew, 
God  heard  me  as  I  pray  "with  them  abide, 
Fresh  courage  give  and  increasingly 
Their  prayers  accept,  their  hope  renew!" 

"With  all  Thy  blessings"  I  pray  to  the  Giver 
"Faith,  Hope  and  Love,  them  all  endue," 
And  though  I  came  back  to  my  seat  by  the  river 
My  soul  was  afresh 
I  had  joined  with  you! 

Sister  Hope  Minne 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION 


Lshapels    and    1 1 teettng    LrL 


Lsape 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Rondebosch  Town  Hall 

(Temporarily) 

opposite  Rondebosch  Station. 

Cape  Town. 

Phone  6-4459. 
BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Masonic  Hall,  Talent  Street, 

Parow. 
EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Chapel,  Belgravia  Cresent, 

East  London. 
PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Chapel,  40  Prospect  Road, 

Walmer,  Port  Elizabeth. 
KIMBERLEY    BRANCH 

No   1   Stravros  Chambers 

1  Permanent  Way. 

Kimberley. 

I latal 

DURBAN   BRANCH 

Chapel,   144  Silverton   Road, 
Durban. 
PIETERMARITZBURG   BRANCH 
Chapel,  321  Alexander  Road, 
Pietermaritzburg. 

(grange    cfree    State 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Chapel,  end  of  Voortrekker  Road, 
Bloemfontein. 
Phone    8-0702. 
WELKOM   BRANCH 

Chapel,    Cor.    Othello    Road    & 
Peter  Cresent,  St.  Helena. 

cJransvaal 

CARLETONVILLE  BRANCH 

Chapel,  No.  2  Bluebell  St. 
Carletonville. 
EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Bountiful  Chapel,   115  Woburn 
Ave.  Opp.  Town  Hall,  Benoni. 
Phone   54-8651. 


aces 


KLERKSDORP    BRANCH 

Chapel,  No.  6  Sport  Street, 

Flamwood,    Klerksdorp. 
KRUGERSDORP    BRANCH 

Ensign  Chapel, 

62    Paul    Kruger   Drive, 

Monument  Township, 

Krugersdorp. 

Phone  664-4164. 
PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Deseret     Chapel,     110     Devenish 

Street,  Sunnyside,  Pretoria. 

Phone  4-6932. 
PRIMROSE  BRANCH 

Masonic  Hall,  Meyer  Street, 

Germiston. 
RAMAH   FIRST  &   SECOND 
BRANCHES 

Ramah  Chapel,   1   Hunter  Street. 

Highlands,  Johannesburg. 

Phone  24-2525  or  24-3669. 
SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Chapel,   23    Eleventh    Street, 

Springs. 

Phone  56-7191. 
VEREENIGING  BRANCH 

Chapel,  42  Grey  Avenue, 

Vereeniging. 

Phone  642-1390. 

Irlnoaesia 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Chapel,   Matopas   Road, 

Bulawayo. 
SALISBURY   BRANCH 

Chapel,  27A  Enterprise  Road, 

Highlands,  Salisbury. 
GWELO  BRANCH 

6  Gordon  Crescent,  Athlone. 

Gwelo. 

Gambia 

COPPERBELT  BRANCH 

Chapel,    Westminister    Drive, 

Kitwe,  Zambia. 
LUSAKA    BRANCH 

18   Independence  Avenue, 

Lusaka,  Zambia. 
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